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Mold Outbreak in Boston Public 
Library Rare Books Collection 


A significant mold outbreak has forced the Boston Public 
Library to close its Rare Books Department. The library 
routinely battles mold, but has never faced an outbreak 
“to this scale.” 


Mold outbreaks are driven by humidity, which can be 
hard to control in an older structure such as the McKim 
Building, which was completed in 1895. 


“It’s a constant battle to make sure that we’re 
combating what the environment is doing, what the 
climate is, and what our systems can handle,” Irmscher 
said. 
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Judge sides with Mom over Deadly 
Mold Eviction (Michigan) 


A mom to two kids was forced out of their home because 
of a deadly mold infestation. But after moving out, her 
landlord tried to take her to court to get her to still pay 
the rent, despite not living in the home. However, the 
judge wasn't having it and didn't buy his story. 


The judge dismissed the case against 41-year-old 
Christina Lake. The mom of two was at Southgate's 28th 
district Court Monday but her landlord was not. 


The landlord, Harry Elmazzee, tried suing Lake for $1,600 
of unpaid rent. That was money she had already spent 
on the home on Helen street to get it tested for black 
mold. The black mold was making her and her two 
children sick for months and she says he knew all about 
it. 


"I'm going to have the housing inspector go over and 
put a red tag on the house,’ the judge said Monday. 


Lake's attorney, Jerome Goldman, said the landlord 
knew about the issues but rented it anyway. 


"| think the landlord has a lot of hurdles to get over that 
he just kind of sidestepped," Goldman said. 


Nearly three weeks ago, Lake called FOX 2 for help after 
discovering it was the mold that sent her son, who has 
autism, to the emergency room. It also gave her 


daughter rashes and put her in the hospital for a week. 


“He thought he had a way to take advantage of my kids 
and that's exactly what he's done," Lake said. 


Click here to read the article. 


See UPMC mold problem, patient deaths on page 2 
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UPMC Mold Problems (3 patients have 
died) 


There have been several news stories over the past 
couple weeks regarding a mold problem and patient 
deaths at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 
(UPMC). Here’s an excerpt from one of the articles: 


A Pittsburgh hospital has temporarily stopped organ 
transplants after three transplant patients contracted 
a fungal infection and died. 


The University of Pittsburgh Medical Center voluntarily 
suspended transplants at UMC Presbyterian "until we 
have completed our investigation and are satisfied that 
we've done all we can do to address the situation, " 
UPMC Chief Medical and Scientific Officer Dr. Steven 

D. Shapiro said. 


Shapiro said Monday that the suspension could last 
two or three days. He said the medical center is 
reaching out to all its patients with scheduled organ 
transplants and "will do everything we can to make 
sure patients receive life-saving transplants if they are 
critically ill." 


Mysterious infections 


Officials have struggled to find the source of the mold 
that infected patients at UPMC. 


One transplant patient died Thursday at UPMC 
Montefiore, the medical center said. Two other 
patients died in October and in June at UPMC 
Presbyterian, CNN affiliate WTAE-TV reported. 


And UPMC said another patient became deathly ill 
with the same kind of mold infection. 


Two patients who died had same room 


WTAE reported that the first two patients who died 
stayed in the same room in the cardiothoracic ICU at 
UPMC Presbyterian. 


Mold deposits were found in toilets and behind walls 
in the unit, and UPMC closed it temporarily and sent in 
a team to assess and clean the area. UPMC doesn't 
know how the mold got there, the TV station reported. 
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UPMC Mold Problems (3 patients have 
died)--continued 


Precautionary medication 

Patients who recently received transplants at UPMC 
Presbyterian have received an antifungal medication, 
even though they are not infected. "This prophylactic 
treatment is intended to protect them until we find and 
fix the source of this problem," a statement said. 

Fungal infections may be more common in patients 
receiving small bowel sections, lungs, livers and hearts in 
descending order, the CDC said. Fungal infections also 
often cause a rash. 

The first patient to die received a lung, as did the patient 
who recently has been strongly afflicted by the fungus. 
The patient who died Thursday had received a liver. 
Click here to read this article. 

Here are links to some of the additional articles: 
Washington Times on September 21. Click here. 

TribLive article on September 22. Click here. 
Pittsburgh.CBSlocal on September 22. Click here. 
TribLive article on September 23. Click here. 


Post-Gazette article on September 24. Click here. 


Click here to read another article about children who died 
because of mold in a Florida hospital. 


See Poisoned by pesticide on page 3 
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Florida Boy Poisoned by Pesticide 


A Florida boy who has been hospitalized since August 
and suffered brain damage after his home was 
fumigated was poisoned by pesticides, a state 
investigation concluded. 


The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
said in a statement Thursday that 10-year-old Peyton 
McCaughey's sickness was a "pesticide-related illness 
and injury." The boy's Palm City home was fumigated 
on August 14. 


The report said Sunland Pest Control, which was 
subcontracted by Terminix, could not provide 
investigators with working gas meters when asked. The 
meters ensure that it is safe to reenter the home. 


Attorney Bill Williams, who is representing the 
McCaughey family, told NBC News on Thursday that 
the family filed a lawsuit claiming that Terminix and 
Sunland failed to verify that the home was safe before 
permitting the family to go back. 


According to the complaint, Peyton McCaughey 
“sustained a catastrophic brain injury," after Terminix 
and Sunland "failed to properly make certain" the 
home was safe to enter. The lawsuit also alleges 
Sunland did not properly ventilate the home after 
chemicals used to kill the termites were used. 


The family was allowed to reenter the house August 16 
and fell ill. Peyton had the most severe symptoms, 
including slurred speech and muscle contractions. He 
remains at a South Florida rehabilitation facility, 
Williams said. 


Aaron Keller, sookesperson for the Florida Department 
of Agriculture, said that the department suspended 
Sunland Pest Control's license on Wednesday. 


Click here to read the article. There have been several 
additional news articles regarding this story. 


Click here to read about the Pope’s meeting yesterday 
(September 27) with the Delaware family who was 
poisoned by pesticides while on vacation in March in 
the Virgin Islands. That news story was included in 
GIHN’s May 1, 2015 newsletter. 
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Pesticide Exposure Linked to Increased 
Risk of Diabetes and Cancer 


Exposure to pesticides is associated with a 61% increased 
risk for developing diabetes, results of anew meta- 
analysis suggest. (Click here to read the new study by 
Harvard Medical that links pesticides to cancer.) 


The data, which were presented at EASD 2015, the annual 
meeting of the European Association for the Study of 
Diabetes, also indicate that different types of pesticides 
may pose a greater risk than others. 


How diabetes develops is considered to be an interplay 
between genetic and environmental factors. Emerging 
evidence suggests that environmental contaminants, 
including pesticides, may play an important role in the 
pathogenesis of diabetes. 


In this study, the researchers performed a systematic 
review and meta-analysis of observational studies that 
assessed the association between exposure to pesticides 
and diabetes. The association between exposure to any 
pesticide and all types of diabetes was examined. In 
addition, the researchers conducted a separate analysis 
for studies that looked only at type 2 diabetes. 


The researchers identified 21 studies assessing the 
association between pesticides and diabetes, covering 
66,714 individuals. There were a total of 5,066 cases and 
61,648 controls. 


Results revealed that exposure to any type of pesticide 
was associated with a 61% increased risk for any type of 
diabetes. In the 12 studies analyzing only type 2 diabetes, 
the risk was increased by 64% for those exposed to 
pesticides. 


See CPSC...ban on flame retardants on page 4 
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CPSC Considers Ban on Toxic Flame 
Retardants 


For the government's top consumer safety watchdog, 
protecting Americans from household hazards typically 
means prodding companies to recall defective 
products that strangle children, cause life-threatening 
burns or trigger bone-breaking falls. 


The chairman of the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission thinks it is time to start forcing toxic 
chemicals off the market too. 


In an interview, Elliot Kaye said his experience as the 
father of two young boys led him to push for more 
aggressive government action to protect children from 
harmful substances commonly found in toys and other 
household products. 


“Parents want and need the government to step in 
much more robustly," said Kaye, a former commission 
staff member appointed to the top job last year by 
President Barack Obama. "| happen to be in a unique 
role where | can try to do something about it." 


One of the first tests of his resolve is a new petition 
from prominent scientists and health advocates that 
seeks to ban a group of chemically related flame 
retardants from children's products, furniture, 
mattresses and household electronics. 


Many of the chemicals have been linked to cancer, 
neurological deficits, developmental problems and 
impaired fertility. 


Groups including the American Academy of Pediatrics 
want the safety commission to outlaw them by 
invoking authority it rarely uses without a direct order 
from Congress. 


The commission banned one flame retardant from 
children's pajamas in the late 1970s after researchers 
discovered the chemical could cause cancer. Since then 
it has mostly shied away from tackling concerns about 
toxic substances, focusing instead on products that 
pose more immediate risks from faulty parts or shoddy 
workmanship. 
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CPSC Considers Ban on Toxic Flame 
Retardants (continued) 


In 2012 a Tribune investigation revealed how flame 
retardants became common in American homes as a 
result of a deceptive campaign by the tobacco and 
chemical industries. Among other tactics, the leading 
manufacturers of the compounds created a phony 
consumer group that stoked the public's fear of fire to 
protect and expand the use of their chemicals in 
furniture, electronics and other products. 


Promoted as lifesavers, flame retardants actually 
provide no meaningful protection from furniture fires, 
according to government and independent studies. 


"It is widely understood now that these chemicals 
provide no safety purpose in the products we're 
targeting,’ said Eve Gartner, an attorney for the 
nonprofit group Earthjustice who helped prepare the 
petition. "There is no legitimate reason for allowing 
them in our homes." 


Kaye has vowed to hold a hearing on the proposed ban 
before the end of the year, but it remains unclear 
whether the commission is prepared for another fight 
with the chemical industry, one of the biggest spenders 
on lobbying in Washington. The outcome of next year's 
presidential election also could alter the political balance 
of the five-member panel and affect the fate of the 
petition. 


Read the article to see the NAYSAYER comments from 
those opposed to the new regulations (i.e., the chemical 
industry and their lobbyists--including Exxon Mobile and 
the American Chemistry Council). 


See Mold forces family from dream home on page 5 
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Mold Forces Family from Dream 
Home 


The house that Colleen Weesies described as her family's 
"dream" has turned into what she now calls her family's 
nightmare. 


After mold was discovered inside walls on all three levels 
of their home, the Weesies have had to uproot their lives 
and move into their garage and two in their driveway. 


“Frankly, | almost wish we had never moved here,” said 
Brad Weesies. 


The family moved 10 years ago to be closer to Brad’s job. 
And the home sits directly across the street from the 
home where Brad grew up. The first sign of trouble came 
in the first renovation when the family tore up some 
carpet in the basement. “When we pulled it up, the pad 
was completely black,” said Colleen. “We just thought, 
Oh, it’s wet. We need to get this out of here. We didn’t 
think anything of it.” 


A later renovation to the main floor bathroom revealed 
more signs of mold and the cause of the problem. “We 
did see little black rings,” said Brad. “We just assumed it 
was a common mold you spray and take care of.” 


But it wasn’t. The family was dealing with black toxic 
mold, and a lot of it. 


Typical house inspections do not check for mold below 
surfaces for mold, only for visible signs on ceilings, walls, 
and floors. After the discovery in the bathroom, a 
specialist told the Weesies the mold had been there for 
somewhere between 20 and 30 years, long before it 
showed visible signs, and long before the family had 
moved in. 


Living in the home no longer became a viable option, 
because the mold exacerbated many of the children’s 
previously existing health issues and presented some 
new ones, including Colleen’s diagnosis of lupus. 


Because their insurance wouldn’t pay for the 
renovations because the mold wasn’t caused by a 
specific event like a burst pipe or ice dams, moving into 
the trailers was the only feasible decision the Weeises 
could make. 
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Mold inside walls (stock photo) 


Mold Forces Family from Dream 
Home (continued) 


They couldn’t default on their mortgage; their credit just 
couldn’t take the hit. They could sell the home, but then 
they would lose the land, too. So they moved just feet 
away from a home they couldn’t live in--a painful 
reminder of a life now changed forever. 


Many of the family’s belongings had to be thrown away, 
too affected by the spreading mold. 


“It’s almost like we had a fire,” said Brad. “We go in, and 
we see it all. And it hasn’t been burned up, but we have 
to leave it.” 


Wedding pictures, bibles, birth certificates, family 
furniture — all gone. 


The family has been living under these conditions for 
roughly eight weeks, and they say they are running out 
of options. 


Amazingly enough, the one thing the mold couldn’t 
touch was the Weesies’ unflappable faith. 


“Instead of looking at the big mountain to climb, we’re 
just going over little mole hills right now,” said Colleen, 
“just getting over each mole hill. That’s helped me put 
that into perspective--that we don’t have to climb the 
mountain. God’s going to move the mountain for us. We 
just have to climb the mole hills.” 


Click here to read the article. 


See Flood damage at hospital on page 6 
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Flood Damage at Victoria General 
Hospital in Halifax (Canada) 


Nova Scotia health officials are working on a long-term 
plan to cope with flood damage at the Victoria General 
Hospital in Halifax. 


Over 90 surgeries were postponed after a pipe burst on 
the fifth floor of the hospital Thursday night. A large part 
of the Centennial Building was evacuated shortly after. 


“Nurses seemed to be running all over,” said one patient. 
“The P/A system was constantly going and | had a ‘do not 
drink or touch the water’ warning." 


Patients and visiting families were forced to spend a few 
hours in the hallways while the building was reorganized 
on Saturday. 


"They had to first accommodate the people in ICU, and we 
were just post-surgery patients on another floor, so we 
had to wait a little longer until they could figure out 
where we could go,” said one visiting family. 


More than 50 people have been moved to other 
hospitals or buildings on site. 


Parts of the building have been sealed off with signs 
warning of confirmed asbestos. Some parts could be out 
of commission for months. 


The Centennial Building has been plagued by plumbing 
problems and water damage for years. 


The former NDP government announced plans to replace 
the building in 2011. 


Proposals to replace the building have stalled in recent 
years. 


Liberal Health Minister Leo Glavine says a plan may be 
presented to the public this fall. But he says the health 
authority first has to come up with its own plans and 
specifications for the kind of hospital building it needs and 
where it will be built. 


Click here to read the article. 


Click here to read about a medical clinic and a dental clinic 
in Topeka, Kansas, closed due to mold. 
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Phoenix VA Hospital Relocating Patients, 
Canceling Procedures due to Storm Damage 


Monday's monsoon storm caused major damage at 
the Phoenix VA Hospital. 


Hospital officials say they are relocating patients 
from rooms within the Carl T. Hayden VA Medical 
Center, closing the hospital to new admissions and 
canceling some procedures due to storm damage. 


More than 40 patient rooms experienced damage 
from wind and rain during the storm, according to VA 
Hospital sookeswoman Jean Schaefer 


Schaefer said patients in the affected rooms were 
moved to other rooms. 


The hospital is also transporting Veterans to other 
area emergency rooms. 


The hospital experienced a total power failure, which 
affected all IT networks and telephone systems. 
Officials say emergency power systems performed as 
expected 


VA crews are conducting a room-by-room survey to 
determine the extent of the damage and how it will 
affect hospital operations this week. 


Schaefer said rooms which experienced water 
damage will remain unoccupied until remediation 
activities have been completed and have passed an 


inspection. 


Click here to read the article. 


See Orlando condo complex on page 7 
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Orlando MetroWest Condo Complex 
Faces Millions in Code-Violation Fines 


Orlando's biggest challenge with building-safety 
violations isn't in a blighted area. It's a manicured 
MetroWest condo community where landscapers weed 
and security guards check guests. 


The English-themed Hamptons community of 743 
condominiums faces $4 million in code-enforcement 
fines for violations — the largest tab in the city, 
according to Orlando officials. 


Behind the fountains and gated entry are electrical 
hazards resulting from exposed and broken conduit 
lines, ceilings split from water damage, a collapsed 
driveway, an eroding building foundation, excessive 
mold and mildew, and rotted porch railings, according 
to recently filed code violations. 


The problems have been so severe that Orange 
County Circuit Judge Lisa T. Munyon earlier this 
year categorized units at the Hamptons as "unfit 
for human habitation" because of "catastrophic 
water intrusion damages." 


Engineering reports showed 90 percent of the units 
showed some type of damage. In an ongoing case, the 
judge cited $70 million in needed repairs and ordered 
developers to pay the condo owners association $40 
million. 


The association "has uncovered systemic building code 
violations which has caused and continues to cause 
catastrophic property damage," Munyon wrote in her 
February judgment against Epoch Properties and Park 
Avenue at Metrowest Ltd. 


Built as Park Place apartments by Jim Pugh's Epoch 
Properties and others in 2000, the project was 
purchased by Tarragon South Development Corp. and 
Sunvest Communities for $90 million in 2004 and 
converted into the Hamptons condominiums. 


Developers described it as "the best of MetroWest" but 
construction defects began to emerge. Six years after 
the sale, the association sought more than $60 million in 
damages. 
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Orlando MetroWest Condo Complex Faces 
Millions in Code-Violation Fines (cont'd) 


James Prichard of Ball Janik, the lead attorney for the 
Hamptons condominium association, said Epoch 
Properties constructed the units as apartments and 
they were later converted into condos, "but even 
apartments — if you believe the assertion that they are 
built to a lower standard than condominiums — aren't 
supposed to leak from day one. Buildings in an 
apartment community shouldn't fall apart in seven 
years, and that's what we see at the Hamptons." 


The Hamptons, he added, are representative of 
condominiums and apartments built during the pre- 
recession period throughout Orlando, and Central 
Florida in general. 


"| genuinely believe that every similar aged wood-frame 
apartment building or condominium conversion in 
Central Florida, clad with thin-coat stucco and single- 
pane aluminum windows, is probably as bad or worse 
than the Hamptons," Prichard said. 


Florida property owners in particular get a false sense 
of security about their buildings because "the lawns are 
manicured; they have beautiful clubhouses, modern 
amenities, and new paint. But when you look closely, or 
examine the wood framing behind the pretty exterior, 
you see major problems." 


Click here to read the article. 


See Flevated lead levels on page 8 
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Elevated Lead Levels in Public 
Water Source (Michigan) 


More Flint infants and children are being found with 
elevated levels of lead in their blood since the city 
switched to using the Flint River as its water source, 
according to a new study by a Hurley Medical Center 
doctor. 


The data show that the percentage of Flint infants and 
children with above average lead levels has nearly 
doubled citywide, and has nearly tripled among 
children in "high risk" areas of lead exposure, according 
to the study. 


The research was based on blood samples from more 
than 1,700 children living in the city, and underscores 
Flint's struggles with water quality since switching from 
Lake Huron water in April 2014. Results of the study 
were delivered to Flint Mayor Dayne Walling and City 
Administrator Natasha Henderson this week. 


The study includes a recommendation that the city 
end its use of the Flint River as its drinking water 
source "as soon as possible." 


The report recommends that infant formula not be 
mixed with Flint tap water, that pregnant mothers not 
use city water, and that lead-clearing filters be 
distributed here. 


The city began using the Flint River as its drinking water 
source in April 2014 and testing by both the city and 
Virginia Tech has shown that lead is increasingly 
leaching into the city's water system. 


"It's our professional obligation to care for the 
children of Flint (and to tell parents) if we know 
something,’ Hanna-Attisha said. "Lead poisoning is 
irreversible. This is not what our community needs. 
You have to err on the side of caution (and) educate 
the public." 


Click here to read the article. 


Next Newsletter: November 1, 2015 
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Blackfeet Tribe Receives HUD Grant 
to Remove Mold from Housing 


The Blackfeet Tribe in Montana has been awarded 
$800,000 to remove mold and improve the safety of its 
low-income housing. 


The Great Falls Tribune reports the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development announced the grant 
Monday. The money will go toward 16 homes 
administered by the Blackfeet Housing Authority and 
will cover mold problems, new concrete foundations, 
drain systems and other needs. 


Many of the 1,400 homes the housing authority 
administrates throughout the reservation were built 
around 35 years ago. Concerns surrounding the safety 
of the homes have grown over the years. 


The Blackfeet were one of 18 tribes in 13 states to 
receive mold mitigation funding through the Indian 
Community Development Block Grant program. 


Click here to read this article or click here for a related 
article. 
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